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Description 

Technical Field 

The invention relates to a two-piece 
shipping/display container which is completely 
closed during the shipping stage, can be easily 
opened for the display stage and presents, upon 
opening, two opposite windows in the two opposite 
front panels and an open top. 



Background of the Invention 

Present shipping, storing and displaying tech- 
niques have made it desirable to be able to use the 
same container at each of these three stages, also 
when the individual items packed in the container 
are rather large or heavy. The requirements to be 
fulfilled at each of these stages are mostly quite 
different and sometimes even contradictory. In- 
deed, for the shipping and storing stages it is 
important that the containers be strong, allow 
stacking, and keep the contents free of dust. At the 
display stage, strength and stackability are still 
important, but the individual Items packed in the 
containers have to be visible and easily accessible 
for price-marking and removal. It is furthermore 
highly desirable that the containers can be easily 
opened without need for a tool or much time or 
energy. Furthermore, upon opening, no raw or un- 
sightly edges should be left. Finally, it is highly 
desirable that all the material used for a 
shipping/storing/display container be of the same 
type, in order to render the scrapping operation 
more economical. All these requirements have to 
be fulfilled without unduly increasing the cost of the 
container. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present inven- 
tion to provide a container which keeps its contents 
free of dust during shipping and storing, which is 
strong enough to allow stacking during 
shipping/storing and displaying of a number of 
rather heavy or bulky Individual items and which, at 
the same time, is easy to open at the display stage 
without leaving any raw or unsightly edges and 
gives full visibility to its contents, allowing easy 
price-marking and removal of the individual, fre- 
quently heavy Items it contains. 

A shipping/display container offering good 
stackability, good accessibility and easy opening 
has been disclosed in EP-A-178 717 (no prior art). 
Easy opening of a cardboard container by com- 
bination of gluing and partial perforation at the 
planned opening spot has been disclosed for ex- 
ample in DE-A-2 217 946. None of these containers 
combine, however, the advantages of strength dur- 
ing shipping/storing/display; of protection from dust 



during shipping/storing; and of extensive visibility 
of the individual (terns during display, combined 
with easy price marking and accessibility. 

5 

Summary of the Invention 

In the present invention, a two-piece 
shipping/display container is provided. The bottom 

10 or tray part consists of a bottom, two opposite side- 
panels, two opposite composite front-panels and 
four reinforcing comer pillars. The two opposite 
composite front panels are provided with a see- 
through window, whereas the two opposite sfde- 

75 panels show an extension which serves as top 
flaps when folded over by 90° towards each other, 
said top flaps serving as basis on which the central 
portion of the second part of the container can be 
attached by means of an adequate number of glue 

20 spots, to serve as a lid. The second part, or lid 
part, consists of a blank showing four creases, 
which divide the blank into five portions, the central 
portion serving as top for the complete container, 
the two extensions on the two opposite sides of the 

25 central portion serving as cover for the see-through 
windows left in the two opposite composite front 
panels of the container and the two extreme shorter 
extensions serving partially for gluing onto the tray 
part to close the container and partially as opening 

30 tabs of the lid part for the container. When the 
container is to be opened, it is sufficient to pull at 
the opening tabs to detach the lid part from the 
tray part, onto which it is attached by adequate 
glue both along the lower edge of the see-through 

35 windows and on the folded-over extensions of the 
top of the side-panels. 

In a preferred embodiment, the part of the two 
extreme shorter portions which serves for gluing 
onto the tray part coincides with a partially perfo- 

40 rated part in the two opposite composite front pan- 
els, said partially perforated part constituting the 
lower edge of the see-through windows when the 
container is in upright position. In this way, when 
the two-piece shipping/display container is to be 

45 opened to serve its display function, the extreme 
free end of one or both of the shorter portions of 
the lid part which is free of glue can be grasped 
and. by pulling, the partially perforated part In the 
two opposite composite front panels constituting 

so the lower edge of the see-through windows which 
is strongly glued to the respective shorter portions 
of the lid part, can be broken away to enlarge the 
windows and provide even better visibility and ac- 
cessibility of the individual items packed. Thanks to 

55 the appropriate partial perforations, the to be 
broken away part is removed without leaving any 
raw or unsightly edges and without damaging the 
artwork printed on the outside of the container. 
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For the sake of simplicity and clarity reference 
Is mad© to two opposite front panels for, as will be 
seen from the drawings and description, these two 
opposite front panels are absolutely Identical and 
can each, or both together, be considered front 
panels at the display stage, where this really mat- 
ters. These two opposite front panels are des- 
ignated as composite front panels since they are 
built by individual elements as will be evident from 
the description of the drawings hereafter, this being 
in contradiction with the opposite side panels, 
which each consist of an integral piece of card- 
board. 



Brief description of the Drawings 

While the specification concludes with the 
claims which particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter forming the present Inven- 
tion, it is believed the invention will be better un- 
derstood from the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in 
which identical features in the several views are 
identically designated and in which; 

- Fig. 1a is a plan view of the carton blank for 
the bottom or tray part of the most preferred 
embodiment of the container according to the 
present invention. 

- Fig. 1b is a plan view of the top or lid part for 
the container formed of the carton blank re- 
presented in fig. 1a. 

- Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the erected 
bottom or tray part of the container formed of 
the carton blank represented in fig. 1a on 
which the top or lid part formed of carton 
blank represented in fig. 1b has been partially 
attached (this normally occurs only after the 
tray part has been filled). 

- Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the closed 
container of fig. 2. 

• Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a filled con- 
tainer constructed with blanks represented in 
fig. 1 a and 1b, which is being opened. 

- Fig. 5 is a perspective broken-away view 
showing how one of the extreme shorter por- 
tions of the top or lid part serves to open the 
closed container and to tear away part of the 
front panel constituting the lower edge of the 
see-through window. 



Detailed Description of the Drawings 

The blank for the bottom or tray part 20 of 
container 1 illustrated in fig. 1a consists of bottom 
panel 2, side panels 3 and 3', top flaps 4 and 4' 
provided with ears 5, 5', 5* and 5 . pillar elements 



6, 6*. 6° and 6", composite front panels basis 
elements 7 and 7\ with precut tear-out areas 8 and 
8'. 

The blank for the top or lid part 21 illustrated in 

5 fig. 1b consists of central portion 9, extensions 10 
and 10* and two extreme shorter extensions 11 and 
1V. Glue strips to be apposed when closing the 
container are indicated by 13 and 13'. 

Fig. 2 shows how the carton blank of fig. 1a 

70 has been erected to form the bottom or tray part of 
the container and how the container will be closed 
after filling. Side panels 3 and 3' have been brought 
in vertical position, elements for pillars 6, 6', 6" and 
6" have been folded over in a conventional way to 

rs build pillars resting partially against side panels 3 
and 3' and basis elements 7 and T have been 
brought in vertical position, partially folded over by 
180* towards the Inside of the container, the 
folded-over parts being held in place by glue in 

20 order to form the basis of the composite front 
panels. After filling, top flaps 4 and 4' (not shown) 
have been folded Inwards by 90* and ears 5. 5', 5* 
and 5* have been folded down and glued against 
respectively pillars 6, 6', 6* and 6*. Subsequently, 

25 central portion 9 of lid part 21 is attached by glue 
spots 12 on the top flaps 4 and 4' and extensions 
10 and 10' are folded down by 90* and held in 
place by glue strips 13/13' in extension 11/11' 
against basis elements 7 and 7', in the precut tear- 

30 out areas 8 and 8'. 

Fig. 3 shows the erected container represented 
in fig. 2 after it has been filled and closed. Central 
portion 9 of the top or lid part has been attached 
by means of glue spots 12 on the flaps 4 and 4' of 

35 the bottom or tray part, whereas extensions 1 1 and 
1V of said top or lid part have been attached by 
means of a glue strip 13 close to the folding line of 
pre-cut tear-out parts 8 and 8' of the bottom or tray 
part of the container. It is evident that this complete 

40 container combines stability with good protection of 
its contents. 

Fig. 4 shows how the erected, filled and closed 
container of fig. 3 has been partially opened and 
how items 14 it contains, can already be seen. 

45 When comparing fig. 2 with fig. 4, it is evident that, 
by pulling on extensions 11/11', perforated parts 
8/8' of the composite front panels are removed and 
the see-through windows are enlarged, so that 
items 14 shipped and displayed in the container 

so can be better seen and more easily removed. 

Fig. 5 shows how the pre-cut parts 8/8' of basis 
elements 7/7' are being torn away when the closed 
container is opened by pulling at extensions 11/11'. 

55 

Claims 
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1. Two-piece shipping/display container (1) com- 
prising a bottom or tray part (20) consisting of 
a bottom panel (2), two opposite side-panels 
(3.3 1 ) having each top flap (4,40 folded over by 
90° towards each other; two opposite compos- 
ite front panels (7,7*) each with a see-through 
window; and four reinforcing corner pillars (6, 
&,6', 6");atop or lid pat (21); 

wherein said lid part consists of a blank having 
four parallel creases which divide the blank 
into five portions, the central portion (9) coin- 
ciding with the open top of the tray part (20) of 
the container, the two portions (10, 100 on the 
two opposite sides of the central portion (9) 
coinciding with the two opposite composite 
front panels (7,r)of the tray part (20) and ex- 
tending as far as to cover the see-through 
windows; and two extreme shorter portions (11, 
110 which are partially glued underneath the 
see-through windows in both front panels of 
the tray of the container, the extreme free end 
of both shorter portions being left free of glue. 

2. The container according to claim 1, wherein 
the glued (13, 130 part of one or each of the 
two extreme shorter portions (11, IV) coin- 
cides with a partially perforated part (8, 80 in 
one or each of the two opposite/composite 
front panels, said partially perforated part (8, 
80 constituting the lower edge of the see- 
through windows when the container is in up- 
right position. 

3. The container according to any of the preced- 
ing claims, wherein it Is filled by rows of in- 
dividual items (14). 



Revendicatlons 

1. Recipient de transport et de presentation for- 
me de deux pieces (1) comprenant une partie 
de fond ou de plateau (20) constitute d'un 
panneau de fond (2), de deux panneaux late- 
raux opposes (3, 30 ay ant chacun un rabat 
superieur (4, 40 replies Tun vers I'autre de 
90*, deux panneaux avant composites, oppo- 
ses (7, 70 ayant chacun une fendtre transpa- 
rente, et quatre montants a corni&re de renfor- 
cement (6, 6\G"ff"), une partie de dessus ou 
de couvercle (21), dans lequel ladite partie de 
couvercle est constitute d'un flanc ayant qua- 
tre plis parall&les qui divisent la flanc en cinq 
parties, la partie centrale (9) coVncidant avec la 
partie superieure ouverte de la partie de pla- 
teau (20) du recipient, ies deux parties (10, 
100 sur Ies deux c6tts opposes de la partie 
centrale (9) coVncidant avec Ies deux panneaux 



avant composites opposes (7, 70 de la partie 
de plateau (20) et s'ttendant jusqu'fc recouvrir 
Ies fenetres transparentes, et deux parties 
d'extrtmitt plus courtes (11,1V) Qui sont par- 
5 tleilement encodes sous Ies fenetres transpa- 

rentes dans Ies deux panneaux avant de la 
partie de plateau du recipient, Pextrtmitt iibre 
d'extrtmitt des deux parties plus courtes 
n'ayant pas de coile. 

w 

2. • Le recipient selon la revendication 1, dans 

lequel la partie encoilde (13, 130 de Tune ou 
des deux parties d'extrtmitt plus courtes (11, 
1V) coincide avec une partie partiellement per- 
75 forte (8, 80 dans I'un ou Ies deux panneaux 
avant composites opposes, ladite partie partiel- 
lement perforce (8, 80 constltuant la bord inft- 
rieur des fenetres transparentes lorsque le re- 
cipient est en position verticale. 

20 

3. Le recipient selon Tune quelconque des reven- 
dications precedentes, est rempli de rangtes 
d'articles individuels (14). 

25 

Ansprilche 

1. TransponVSchaustellungsbehalter (1) aus zwei 
Teilen, mit einem Bodenteil bzw. Behalterteil 

30 (20), der ein Bodenfeld (2) und zwei gegen- 
Uberliegende Seitenfelder (3, 30 mlt je einer 
oberen Klappe (4, 40 aufweist, die um 90° 
gegeneinander gefaltet sind; zwei gegenuber- 
liegenden zusammengesetzten Vorderfelder (7, 

35 70, die je mlt einem Durchsichtfenster verse- 

hen sind; vier Eckverstarkungssaulen (6, 6', 6", 
6 ,M ); und einem Oberteil bzw. Deckelteil (21), 
wobei der Deckelteil aus einem Zuschnitt be- 
steht, der vier parallele Faltlinlen aufweist, wel- 

40 che den Zuschnitt In fUnf Abschnltte untertei- 
len, von denen der zentrale Abschnitt (9) mit 
der offenen Oberseite des Behalterteiles (20) 
des BehSlters zusammenfallt, die auf gegen- 
Qberliegenden Seiten des zentralen Abschnit- 

45 tes (9) llegenden Abschnitte (10, 10") mlt den 

gegenuberliegenden zusammengesetzten Vor- 
derfeldern (7, 70 des Behalterteiles (20) zu- 
sammenfalten und sich so welt erstrecken, da/J 
sie die Durchsichtfenster bedecken; und zwei 

so kOrzere Endabschnltte (11, IV) unterhalb der 

Durchsichtfenster an die beiden Vorderfeldern 
des Behalterteiles des Behalters teilweise an- 
geklebt sind, wobei das auflere freie Ende der 
beiden Abschnitte klebstofffrei beiassen ist. 

55 

2. Behalter nach Anspruch 1, bei welchem der 
angeklebte TeW (13, 130 eines oder jedes der 
beiden kOrzeren Endabschnltte (11, 1V) mit 
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ein8m teilweise perforierten Teil (8, 8') in ei- 
nem Oder jedem der beiden 
gegenuberliegenden/zusammengesetzten Vor- 
derfeider zusammenfSlit, wobei der teilweise 
perforierte Teil (8, 8') die untere Kante der 5 
Durchsichtfenster bildet, wenn der Behalter 
sich in aufrechter Steliung befindet. 

3. Behalter nach einem der vorhergehenden An- 
spruche, der mit zwei Reihen einzelner Gegen- 10 
stande (14) gefUllt 1st. 
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Abstract of EP0235852 

Two-piece shipping/display container, the lid part 
(21) of which covers the top and opposite side 
panels of the tray part (20) and is attached to a 
partially perforated portion (8) of the lower frame 
portion of the opposite side panels, said partially 
perforated portion being torn out when the lid part 
is removed. 
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